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Abstract Original Article

Zia-ul-Haq's Islamization program and instrumental use of extremist groups in the Afghanistan war in the late

1980s are the starting point of Sunni-Shia conflicts in Pakistan. As a result of these policies, extreme sectarianism
spread in this country, and the actions of politicians and soldiers severely affected Sunni and Shia unity and created
many obstacles in the way of its realization. The present study, with historical method and approach, aims to
investigate the political obstacles to the realization of unity in Pakistan. Knowing these obstacles can make the
followers of the Islamic sect aware of the political intentions behind the scenes and divisiveness and prevent them
from extreme sectarianism and lead them towards unity.
The findings of the research show that there are many political obstacles in the way of realizing Islamic unity. The
most important of these obstacles are: using religion as a tool for political purposes, creating sectarian identities,
financial and military support from extremist groups, excessive expansion of religious schools and lack of supervision,
mismanagement of Afghan immigrants.
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