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For several decades to now, a new type of study called "History of Thought" has been introduced in
the Western world, which uses a new historical method to study how the ideas of the currents of thought in
the Islamic world in early centuries were formed. Some Muslim writers have used the same method in the
attitude of the early Shiites towards the issue of Imamate and descriptions of the Imams, of which the book
“ideology in the process of evolution” is a clear example. According to this book, -which has been written
in the history of the thought of Imams companions - the matter of foreknowledge and other sacred
characteristics of the Imams have no place in the thought of the companions and these states are false of
Ghulaat(exaggerators) and Rafidah. The historical method - on which the book is based - is a methodical
attempt to discover the truth by using the tools and evidences. This method follows certain criteria and
standards that should be considered in any historical research. Because not observing these criteria will
lead to misinforming results. The present article, based on the historical method and the history of thought,
studies the historical method of the book” ideology in the process of evolution” in the case of the
foreknowledge of the Imams. Moreover, this study has shown that the respect author has distanced from
the criteria of the historical method and has not been consensus with the principles and criteria of the
historical method and the history of thought in the research process.
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