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The developments of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries in Europe led to the development of
world trade, and it expanded the competition of powerful countries for new markets and for preparation of
raw materials. in this situation, Iran was considered by Britain and Russia in terms of geographical and
political location, and increased its relations with these two countries. Due to the special position of the
Fars state, which covered most of the coast of the Persian Gulf and possessed trade routes, the
representation of foreign companies as well as the consulates of governments such as Britain and Russia,
were present in this state. In this article, it is studied the activities of British and Russian trading companies
and their impact in Fars province. This study includes the companies such as: Ziegler, Gary Paul, David
Sassoon, the Russian Merchant Shipping Company, the Iran-Russia Commercial Complex, and the Nikolai
Avaginians Trading Company. The research findings show that the diversity of business activities of
foreign companies was for the needs of the two powers, Britain and Russia and finding new markets and
raw materials. Also, the export of important items such as: sheep, animal oil, sheep and lamb skin, had
negative effects on society, such as the high price of meat and public protests against it. Iranian merchants
chose domestic companies and to oppose foreign companies; But finally, the imperial bank sabotage and
foreign interferences did not allow Iran to enter foreign markets and develop domestic commercial

companies.
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