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This study examines the role of the Egyptian press in the process of
national identity formation in the country during the period 1882-1914.
The main question is how the print media, especially political and
cultural publications, played a role in redefining the concept of the
"Egyptian nation" and anti-colonial mobilization in response to the
British occupation and the decline of the Ottoman Caliphate. The aim
of the research is to analyze the discourse of the press as a means of
producing meaning and identity in the context of colonialism and the
intellectual developments of the Egyptian elite. The research method is
historical-analytical with a critical discourse analysis approach. The
data were collected from archival sources, copies of colonial period
publications, and the works of prominent figures such as Mustafa
Kamel, Ahmed Lotfi El-Sayed, Rashid Reza, and George Zidan. The
findings show that newspapers such as Al-Liwa, Al-Jarida, Al-Hilal,
and Al-Minar played an effective role in institutionalizing national
identity by producing historical narratives, portraying national heroes,
promoting the Arabic language, and criticizing colonialism. However,
political, economic, and colonial censorship constraints prevented the
full realization of the nation-building project. This study emphasizes
the importance of the media in the nation-building process in post-
colonial societies by providing an analytical model.
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