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Although Sufism was initially a conduct-oriented path (tariqa) centered on self-purification
and renunciation of the material world for attaining the Truth (al-Haqq) and human
perfection, it gradually underwent a general transformation in the Sth/11th century by
reconciling the Sacred Law (Shari‘a) with the mystical path (Tariqa), thereby extending its
reach from khanqahs (Sufi lodges) to the scientific and educational structures of the Islamic
world. While the exact date of Sufism's introduction to Jerusalem remains unknown,
historical sources indicate that, due to its distinguished geographical position and religious
atmosphere, the Holy City consistently ranked among the major centers of Sufi attention,
particularly during the medieval Islamic centuries. The presence of Sufis in Jerusalem
resulted in the construction and flourishing of educational institutions, as well as endowed
(waqf) and charitable foundations. The list of public-benefit Sufi educational institutions
from the Ayyubid and Mamluk periods attests to the diligent engagement of Sufis in
Jerusalem. The present study seeks to answer the following questions: Why did attention to
the establishment and expansion of Sufi schools and institutions increase during the period
under consideration? And what were the reasons for the continued viability of Sufi
institutions in Jerusalem? The research findings indicate that the Mamluks, aiming to
overcome a legitimacy crisis and to alleviate the socio-economic disarray caused by the
Crusades in the western territories of the Caliphate and the Mongol onslaught in the east,
undertook to support the Sufis. The migration of Sufis to Jerusalem was accompanied by the
construction, establishment, and strengthening of scholarly schools, as well as the
stimulation and channeling of the populace toward seclusion and withdrawal. The most
significant consequence of the Sufi migration to Jerusalem—following the Mongol
invasions and the ensuing unrest in the eastern domains of the Islamic Caliphate—was the
growth of scholarly endeavors, an increase in charitable motivations for building public-
benefit institutions, and the provision of social services by sultans and notables. Given the
historical nature of this research, the conventional descriptive-analytical method has been

employed, relying on archival and library-based written sources.
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