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One of the ambiguous issues in the history of the Noble Qur’an pertains
to the alleged association of al-Hajjaj ibn Yisuf al-Thaqaft with the
collection (jam") of the Qur’an. A proper understanding of the nature of
al-Hajjaj's actions concerning the Qur’an—through a historical study of
documentary evidence and a structuralist approach—can accurately
elucidate the motives, nature, and consequences of his measures
pertaining to the Qur’an and its reciters (qurra’). Adopting a
structuralist approach, this study investigates the act of collecting the
Qur’an. Al-Hajjaj subscribed to the idea of Quranic sufficiency
(Qur’an-basandi) and, proceeding from this religious outlook and
approach, undertook to strip the Qur’an of jurisprudential (fighi) texts
while enforcing the mandatory use of the ‘Uthmanic codices (masahif).
By suppressing the reciters, mandating repeated recitation from the
codex in the mosque, compelling the populace to read from the
‘Uthmanic codices, enumerating the words and letters of the Qur’an,
and opposing jurisprudential reasoning (figh-stiz1), al-Hajjaj succeeded
in effecting a profound transformation in the meaning of both recitation
(qgira’ah) and reciter (qari’).
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