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Relying on historical and geographical sources, this article seeks to
explain the commercial position and economic importance of Bukhara
during the Samanid period. Since the time of Amir Ismail I, Bukhara, as
the main capital of the Samanids, enjoyed a remarkable status and
significance throughout the eastern territories of the Islamic world.
Owing to its location along the Silk Road, Bukhara was regarded as one
of the major economic and commercial centers of the period. Despite
the city’s great importance in trade relations and the establishment of
economic connections with other regions of the Islamic world, most
previous studies have largely overlooked its economic and commercial
aspects. Therefore, this study, using a descriptive—analytical method
and library-based sources, examines Bukhara’s commercial position
and economic significance during the Samanid era. The findings
indicate that Bukhara’s geographical location—as the center of the
eastern Islamic Caliphate and Iran—along with the Samanid rulers’
economic policies, led to the prosperity of trade and commerce in this
region.
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