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Content analysis has gained widespread application as a research tool
across various fields of social sciences. However, its theoretical
perspective in the realm of historical studies—particularly within the
Persian-language context—remains insufficiently defined. Accordingly,
this study seeks to elucidate the epistemological and methodological
foundations for applying content analysis in historiography and to
introduce specific cases of its implementation.

To achieve this aim, the required data were collected through library
research and examined using a descriptive-analytical method. The
findings indicate that historiography shares a common paradigm,
perspective, and approach with content analysis—both emphasizing
understanding causal reasoning rather than determining causality. From
a methodological standpoint, the use of content analysis in historical
research can be justified through shared intellectual operations such as
analysis, interpretation, and even description. Consequently, its
application in history, which deals with unstructured data, is considered
both legitimate and valuable. Based on these insights, three practical
domains of content analysis in historiographical studies are identified:
the sender, the receiver, and the message text.
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